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prosecution. A secular knight, Raoul de Prael, said that he
had heard Gervais, Prior of Laon, hint at an awful secret in the
Temple which he dared not reveal to any man. The next
witness, Nicolas Domizelli, was also a non-Templar. He
deposed that his uncle, a Templar, had made a similar state-
ment about Gervais j the witness had applied for membership
of the Order to this Gervais, but had been rejected. The
third witness, John of St. Benedict, a prior of the Temple, was
on his death-bed and asked that the commissioners should
attend him to take a statement. He admitted that he had
denied Christ and spat on the cross at his reception, but said
he had no knowledge that other Templars did so. Guiscard
de Marsiac, a secular knight, repeated rumours that he had
heard of evil practices among the Templars in France, Spain
and Italy. He had known a man who became a Templar and
had spoken about terrible iniquities in the Order. John de
Taillefer, a serving brother who had left the Order, admitted
all the accusations, including the adoration of an idol, but in
examination he could give few particulars* The following
witness, also a renegade from the Order, confessed that he
had denied Jesus Christ thrice and spat on the crucifix when
received into the Temple. Asked why he had done so, he
replied that he understood it to be the practice.
After this witness had been heard, de Boulogne, de Pruino,
de Chambonnet and de Sartiges presented another protest to
the court (April 23rd). They again asked that all confessions
made under torture should be ruled inadmissible and claimed
that, as representatives of the defenders, they should be pro-
vided with a list of witnesses. They drew attention to the
presence of the king's ministers in court and demanded the
exclusion of all the royal officers. The depositions before
the commission were common property, they said, and when
some men confessed, others might become afraid to persevere
in the defence. To the request that the depositions should
be kept secret and that those who had testified should be